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Board of Regents announces leadership transition 
 

MADISON, Wis.—The Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System has unanimously voted to make 
a change in leadership of the system, with current President Jay Rothman’s tenure ending immediately.  

The Board is grateful for President Rothman’s service and recognizes the meaningful work undertaken during 
his tenure. Under his leadership, the Universities of Wisconsin took important and often difficult steps to 
address longstanding structural deficits, putting individual universities on sounder financial footing for the 
future. He worked hard to bring the best to the campuses, students, faculty, and staff. Those efforts and that 
dedication are acknowledged and appreciated. However, despite these accomplishments, based on the 
annual performance review and subsequent discussions, the Board has lost confidence in President 
Rothman’s ability to lead the UWs moving forward. View a copy of yesterday’s statement providing additional 
details. 

Universities of Wisconsin Vice President for University Relations Chris Patton will serve as Acting Executive-in-
Charge Prior to Appointment of Interim President. 

The Board has immediately moved forward in its work to identify the successor. Further details regarding that 
process will be shared in the coming weeks. 

The Universities of Wisconsin have incredible students, faculty, and staff and serve as an economic engine 
for the state of Wisconsin. The UWs work will continue unabated during this transition, and the remarkable 
accomplishments and work of the 13 universities will continue.  

### 
 
About the Universities of Wisconsin 
The Universities of Wisconsin serve more than 164,600 students. Awarding more than 37,000 degrees annually, 
these 13 public universities are Wisconsin’s talent pipeline, putting graduates in position to increase their earning 
power, contribute to their communities, and make Wisconsin a better place to live. Nearly 90 percent of in-state 
Universities of Wisconsin graduates stay in the state five years after earning a degree. The universities provide a 
23:1 return on state investment. The Universities of Wisconsin also contribute to the richness of Wisconsin’s culture 
and economy with groundbreaking research, new companies and patents, and boundless creative intellectual 
energy. Learn more at wisconsin.edu. 
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