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Gableman’s Language About the Election Can Fan Flames of Hate 
 

The Wisconsin Council of Churches’ statement on interfaith relations (2014) calls on its 
member churches “. . . to condemn all forms of intolerance which turn religious differences into 
excuses for defamations, stereotyping, and violence; to defend their victims; to challenge and rebut 
statements about other faith groups or individuals that embody religious stereotyping, prejudice 
and bigotry . . . .” 

Ex-Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Michael Gableman’s recent allegations about the 2020 
election are deeply disturbing. In his presentation to the legislature and other statements, he has 
not only repeated, ad nauseam, baseless and disproven claims about the results of a free and fair 
election, and made fallacious arguments for negating the will of Wisconsin voters. He has also 
repeatedly used language that evokes antisemitic stereotypes and conspiracy theories by 
repeatedly claiming that businesspersons with Jewish names – Mark Zuckerberg, George Soros, and 
others – plotted to use their vast wealth to “buy” the 2020 presidential election for Biden. 

To be clear: our concern is not about Mr. Gableman’s beliefs, attitudes, or motivations, but 
the effect of his words. Those words reinforce images and ideas that are integral to beliefs that 
have motivated individual and collective violence against the Jewish community.  Given the rise of 
racist and antisemitic rhetoric and violence among extreme right-wing groups and persons today, 
we can’t ignore or dismiss the dangers posed by language that, intentionally or not, feeds and 
supports such hateful ideologies.  

Too many times in the past, Christian churches have failed to condemn acts of false witness 
against other religious groups, particularly against the Jewish community.  In light of how often such 
evil has even been actively propagated in the name of Christianity, we must be vigilant in 
denouncing religious bigotry and hateful speech, especially by public figures, and even when 
implied or indirect. 

We all have a stake in this, whatever our religion or ethnicity, and not only because silence 
in the face of evil stains and diminishes us morally. If the dignity and humanity of any group can be 
denied or undermined -- so can the dignity and humanity of our own.  As Christianity and Judaism 
(and many other faiths affirm): “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18; Mark 
12:31) 

# # # 
 

The Wisconsin Council of Churches (WCC) is a network of Christian churches and faith-based 
organizations committed to working together across our many differences. We connect 21 Christian 
traditions, which have within them approximately 2,000 congregations and over one million church 
members. Exercising holy imagination, we help one another make courageous choices that lead 
toward peacemaking, social and economic justice for Wisconsin’s most vulnerable residents, the 
vitality of the church, and the well-being of our neighbors.  
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